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Jewellery designer

Rebecca Howarth is a
jewellery designer with
Harriet Kelsall Jewellery
Design in Hitchin. She
designs engagement,

wedding and eternity rings,

and other dress jewellery.

How would you outline your role?

As a jewellery designer, my main role is
to carry out appointments with customers
who want to commission a unique piece
of jewellery. | also work on designs for
some of our ready-to-wear collections.

0 Rebecca’s route

* A levels.

« BTEC Foundation Diploma in Art
and Design.

* Degree in Silversmithing and
Jewellery Design. .

« Current job.

+ Make the most of your opportunities
to learn. Having a degree in
jewellery design has really helped
me in my career.

* Any work experience is useful,
especially if you can help a jeweller.

* Practise drawing in three dimensions
— it helps you to visualise how
things are constructed.

What are your main responsibilities?
For commission appointments, the
customer comes into the studio in person
or telephones and we talk about their
ideas, budget and the various design
possibilities. We then look at different
styles of ring, metal types, stones and
types of setting. | make sketches and help
them to come to decisions on the fine
detail. | then draw out the making
instructions, order the exact dimensions
of metal to make the ring and select the
stones. Depending on the complexity of
the design, | check on progress three or
more times as the piece goes through all
the various making processes.

| also design ready-to-wear engagement
rings for the showroom. These are all
unique in design and ready for people
to buy off the shelf. | design a number
of these rings using many different
inspirations, as well as following the
general trends and styles that people
tend to be asking for.

What hours do you work?

My hours are always 9.30am to 6.00pm,
Monday to Thursday, and 9.00am to
4.30pm on Saturday. Saturday is our
busiest day as couples come in together
with an appointment, so it is important
that there are designers available.







